Bronchoprovocation testing.
Airway smooth muscles of asthmatics tend to be hyperresponsive when provoked. The exaggerated bronchial constriction can be measured by the airflow limitation seen following bronchial provocation. Measuring bronchial hyperresponsiveness by broncho provocation testing is helpful in diagnosing and optimizing therapy. While numerous agents have been used to provoke a measurable airflow limitation, standardized protocols are available for only a few. This article aims to discuss the various methods that have been reported for bronchoprovocation testing.